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Gozo College 

Boys’ Secondary  

Victoria - Gozo, Malta 

‘Ninu Cremona’ 

 

Half Yearly Examination 2012 – 2013 

 

Form 4  HISTORY OPTION 

(TRACK 3) 

Time: 1½ Hours 

 

Name: ____________________             Class: ____________ 

Section ONE – Maltese History 

A.  Read the following letter carefully and then answer all the questions. 

Source A 

Valletta 19th June, 1856 

 

To His Excellency 

Sir William Reid 

 

Your Excellency, 

Being convinced that my humble services can be of no good to my country, which has 

elected me as a member of the Council of Government; and having observed in the voting 

of matters of great importance a systematic opposition on the part of the nominated 

members against the popular will, I therefore with regret submit my resignation to Your 

Excellency as one of the elected members of the Council of Government. 

Your obedient servant 
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George Mitrovich. 

 

(A translation of the original letter in Italian conserved in the National Archives Rabat 

L.G.O. Reid Vol.17(1856) No.9972). 

1.For what purpose did George Mitrovich write this letter?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

2.Why did he send it to Sir William Reid? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1)  

3.What was his contribution to the National Cause in the late 1830’s? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

4.The letter mentions a Council of Government.  Under which Constitution had it been 

granted? 

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

5.How many members did this Council have and how many of them were elected?  

Members:____________________________(1) Elected:_________________________(1) 

6.Give a reason why at that time George Mitrovich and a number of other Maltese were not 

pleased with the way in which this Council was functioning.  

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

7.The Council of Government mentioned in Source A, ceased to function in 1887, because it 

was substituted by another legislative Council.  Why were the Maltese satisfied with the 

Council set up in 1887?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(2) 
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8.In your opinion why was the original letter written in Italian?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

(10 Marks) 

B.   Read the following passage carefully and then answer all the questions 

Source B:  

War Department: 

Malta 

14th January 1857 

Statement of the expenditure for building and repairing works at Malta from the 1st January 

till the 31st December 1856. 

For the construction and repair of military works including barracks, military prisons, 

regimental School, Chapel, huts etc £35,135 1s 

(National Archives Malta, Csg/01/Reid Vol.74, No. 11. 082) 

Source C:  

Garrison with wives and children and persons connected with it not natives of Malta, 

present on the 31st December 1857.  Regiments, Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, 14th 

Regiment, 21st Regiment, 28th Regiment, 57th Regiment, 71st Regiment, Officers and men 

4,794, wives and children 1147.  Servants 25, Total 5966.  

(NAM csg/01/Reid Vol. 87, No. 12,911) 

1. What do sources B and C indicate about the type of economy Malta had at that time? 

____________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Why was this type of economy beneficial to the Maltese? Give two reasons. 

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

3. What important establishment in the harbour area formed an essential part of this 

economic structure?  

____________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Mention two wars, one in the 19th century and the other in the 20th century, when this 

economy was in full swing.  
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______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

5. Why was this type of economy gradually dismanted in the late 50’s and early 60’s?  

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

6. Which economic structure gradually substituted it?   

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

(10 Marks) 

1. Source D:  Read the following letter and answer all the questions.  

Translation  

Valletta, Malta. 

4th  March 1919. 

Your Excellency, 

In the name of the National Assembly, convened on the 25th  of February last, I have the 

honour to pray Your Excellency to transmit to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies the Resolution adopted unanimously (excepting one contrary vote) by the 

said Assembly, and a list of the adhesions to the same Assembly received by me and duly 

published in the “Malta” and other local papers. 

I enclose in original three copies of the Resolution and lists in Italian and the relative 

English translations.  

(sd) Dr Filippo Sciberras. 

(NAM Petition, 1919, No. 497) 

1. Which constitution was in force when this letter was written?  

____________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Why were the Maltese Politicians not satisfied with it?  

____________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. What role did Dr Filippo Sciberras have in the National Assembly?  

____________________________________________________________________(1) 
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4. Why had it been summoned?  

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

5. Mention two groups that were represented in it.  

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

6. What tragic event took place in Valletta about three months after this letter was written?  

____________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. How far were the Maltese successful in their endeavour by 1921?  

____________________________________________________________________(2) 

(10 Marks) 

4. Write in detail on ONE of the following: 

(a) During the nineteenth century a series of economic  booms alternated by depressions 

characterized the local economic  scene.  Discuss.   

(b) Language Question.  Why did the developement of, and reforms in education bring about a 

language dispute and the setting up of the first Maltese political parties? 

(c)What led  to  the  out break of the Sette Giugno riots?  What  actually happened on the 7th, 

8th June 1919?  What  was  the  outcome  of  these  riots?  

(20 Marks) 

Section B – European History 

 

5. Source E: Read the following passage carefully, and then answer all the questions.  

In 1821 the Greeks rose in revolt.  At that time the Napleonic Wars had not long been over and 

the great powers of  Europe were trying hard to stamp out the French Revolution.  They had a 

horror of all kinds of rebellion and some of them regarded the Greek rebels with great 

suspicion.   

At first, the rebellion did not go well.  On land the Greeks were heavily defeated and it was 

only their superiority at sea which enabled them to keep them going.  But then the Pasha of 

Egypt, Mehemet Ali, intervened on behalf of the Turkish Sultan, and it looked as if the Greek 

people would be wiped out. 

It was at this point that Great Britain intervened.  The Prime Minister George Canning had 

great sympathy for the Greeks, and he persuaded  France and Russia to join with Britain to go 

to their help. 

A few months later at the Battle of  Navarino the entire  Turkish fleet was destroyed by the 

combined British, French and Russian fleets. Meanwhile Russian forces attacked by land and 
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by sea. The Turks were ready to negotiate, and in 1830, recognized Greece as an independent 

state. 

[Adopted from Knowledge,No.76,Vol 7] 

1. Of which Empire did the Greeks form part in 1821?  

__________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Why did they  revolt against it?  

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________(2) 

3. The above passage mentions the great European powers.  Which one of them was 

considered to be a friend of the Empire mentioned in question 1?   

__________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Which of the three great European powers mentioned in the text was traditionally 

hostile (very unfriendly) to the same Empire?  

__________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Why did some of the European powers regard the Greek rebels with great suspicion? 

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________(2) 

6. Why was the Greek rebellion nearly suppressed?  

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________(2) 

7. Why was there a change in the map of the Balkans in 1830?   

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total 10 Marks) 

6. Study carefully the following sources and then answer all the questions.  

Source F:   

“.... I have never feared that the revolutions would be engendered by the universities, but that at 

them a whole generation of revolutionaries must be formed, unless the evil is restrained, seems 

to me certain.... The greatest and consequently the most urgent evil now is the press.  The 

measures referring to it which I intent to bring forward at the Carlsbad Congress... I wish you 
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to give me your opinion on my ideas without reserve, and put yourself in a position to help me 

effectively in Carlsbad, where the business must begin without delay.” 

Source: Metternich, Memoirs III, published, 1881. 

 

Source G: The French Republic, fighting by the people of Paris on 22nd, 23rd and 24th 

February, 1848. 

1. Who is the author of  Source F?  

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

2.Why is source F a primary source?   

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

3.Why was the Carlsbad Congress mentioned in the extract being summoned?   

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(2) 

4.The extract refers to two agents that help to bring about a revolution.  Identify them.        

(a)_______________________________    (b) ________________________________ (2) 

5.Which event is source H commemorating?   

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

6.This event became famous in European history for the use of  (the barricades, the guillotine, 

the trenches).                                                                                                                         (1) 

7.Name one cause and one result of this revolution.                                     

(i)Cause:_______________________________________________________________(1) 

(ii)Result: ______________________________________________________________(1)  
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(10 Marks) 

7. Source H: Read the passage carefully and answer the question.   

“Bismarck wanted such a war against Denmark but he wanted it to be waged by Prussia and 

Austria in alliance, not by the whole German Bund.  He saw that for Prussia to make a 

successful war against Denmark in 1864.....  would indicated future leadership and would raise 

Prussia’s prestige.  To act jointly with Austria was both inevitable and desirable; inevitable, 

because Austria would never agree to let Prussia act alone, desirable because after the war there 

would be a ready excuse for picking up a quarrel with Austria later whenever he chose” 

(Adopted from David Thomson, Europe since Napoleon) 

1.To which war is the text referring? 

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

2.Why was Bismarck nicknamed the “Iron Chancellor”?  

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

3.Which two provinces were disputed between Prussia and Austria and Denmark? 

_____________________________        ______________________________________(2) 

4.What was Bismarck really testing in starting up this war? 

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

5.From the text, find two aims that Bismarck hoped to achieve through a successful outocome 

of this war.  

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(2) 

6.Which other two wars served to bring about Bismarck’s final objective? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(2) 

7.What was Bismarck’s final objective for the wars that Prussia was waging?  

_______________________________________________________________________(1) 

(10 Marks) 

8. Write in detail on ONE of the following: 

(a) Why did the Industrial Revolution start in Great Britain? The Industrial Revolution had 

positive and negative results.  Discuss. 
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(b) Describe the process which led to the Unification of Italy 1859-1870. 

(b) What were the main causes of the First World War?   

(20 Marks) 

____________________________________________________________________________
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